
 

Liquor & Tobacco Advisory Board  April 18, 2017 
 

1 

 
 

LIQUOR & TOBACCO ADVISORY BOARD  
Tuesday, April 18, 2017 

6:00 P.M. – City Council Chambers 
Rockford City Hall, 425 East State Street 

 
 
Minutes on Website:   http://rockfordil.gov/community-economic-development/construction-

development-services/land-use-zoning/zoning-board-of-appeals.aspx 
  

 

Present:      

          
 LTAB Members: Dan Roszkowski 

Craig Sockwell 
    Melissa Beckford  

    Kim Petersen     

Tom Fabiano 
    Alicia Neubauer 

     
      

           Absent:                       Scott Sanders 
           

 Staff:   Scott Capovilla – Zoning and Land Use Administrator 

    Matthew Flores - Assistant City Attorney     
Lafakeria Vaughn - Assistant City Attorney 

Marcy Leach - Engineering Manager, Public Works 
Sandra Hawthorne - Administrative Assistant 

    Tim Morris - Fire Department 

         
 Others:  Alderman Frank Beach 

Kathy Berg - Court Stenographer 
    Applicants and Interested Parties 

      

 
Sandra Hawthorne explained the format of the meeting will follow the Boards Rules of Procedure 
generally outlined as:  

 
The Chairman will call the address of the application. 

• The Applicant or representative will come forward and be sworn in. 

• The Applicant or representative will present their request before the Board 

• The Board will ask any questions they may have regarding this application. 

• The Chairman will then ask if there are any Objectors or Interested Parties.  Objectors or Interested 

Parties are to come forward at that time, be sworn in by the Chairman, and give their name to the 

Liquor & Tobacco Advisory Board secretary and the stenographer 
• The Objector or Interested Party will present all their concerns, objections and questions to the 

Applicant regarding the application. 
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• The Board will ask any questions they may have of the Objector or Interested Party. 

• The Applicant will have an opportunity to rebut the concerns/questions of the Objector or 

Interested Party 

• No further discussion from the Objector or Interested Party will occur after the rebuttal of the 

Applicant. 
• The Board will then discuss the application and a vote will be taken. 

 

It was further explained to the public in attendance, applicants, objectors and interested parties that this 
meeting is not a final vote on any item.  The date of the Codes & Regulations meeting was given as 

Monday, April 24, 2017, at 5:30 PM in City Council Chambers in this building as the second vote on these 
items.  The public in attendance, applicants, objectors and interested parties were instructed that they 

could contact the Zoning Office for any further information and the phone number was listed on the top 

of the agenda which was made available to all those in attendance.  The City’s web site for minutes of 
this meeting are listed on the agenda as well.  This information was also presented in written form 

attached to the agendas. 
 

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM.  A MOTION was made by Alicia Neubauer to APPROVE 

the minutes from the March 21, 2017 meeting as written.  The Motion was SECONDED by Craig 
Sockwell and CARRIED by a vote of 5-0 with Kim Johnson abstaining and Scott Sanders absent. 

 
 
 
 
016-LTAB-019  4846 East State Street 
Applicant  Sandra L. Staskal/ SLS Food Inc. d/b/a Charlie’s Pub & Eatery 
Ward  10  Sale of liquor by the drink in conjunction with a restaurant and video gaming 

Sale of Liquor by the drink in conjunction with an outdoor seating area/beer 
garden in a C-3, General Commercial Zoning District 
Laid Over from January,  February and March meetings 

 
The subject property is the former Fatty McGee’s located on the north side of East State Street and the 
parking lot is east of Flintridge.  This item was laid over from January, February, and March meetings due 
to additional required information the Applicant was to provide Staff.  
 
Sandra Staskal, Applicant and Attorney Michael Schirger were present.  Attorney Schirger stated his 
client is very aware of the problems with the former tenant, the building, and the property as well.  He 
stated Ms. Staskal will make certain that these problems do not reoccur under the Applicant’s use.  
 
Ms. Staskal explained she would like to open like a restaurant similar to the Irish Rose or the Hope & 
Anchor Pub, but not as upscale.  She stated her intent to have a safe environment with cameras inside 
and outside, maybe to have bourbon tastings, maybe music with dinner.  She stated there would be no 
loud music.  She plans to repair the parking lot and the junk vehicles have been removed.  Ms. Staskal 
stated she would like to revise her business plan indicating that food service will be longer than originally 
presented.  She further stated it is her intent to add to the value of the area and also lives in the area 
herself.  A copy of the March 16th revised business plan submitted to Staff was presented to the Board. 
 
Regarding security, Ms. Staskal stated she has a small security plan to have 1 or 2 people present at 
night, with one of them covering the parking lot. 
 
Staff Recommendation is for Denial.   No Objectors or Interested Parties were present.  One letter of 
Objection was received and was included with Staff Report. 
 
Mark Rouleau, Attorney at Law, submitted a letter of Objection stating he was in the office condo directly 
across the street from the subject property and that he was also an officer of the office condo association.  
Attorney Rouleau felt the proposed use is more of a description of a tavern rather than a restaurant use.  
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He feels that a tavern and gambling center would lead to the further demise of the formerly thriving  
business district in that community.  He also expressed a concern with adequate parking. 
 
Ms. Staskel stated she and her attorney tried to contact Attorney Rouleau to explain their plan and go 
over his concerns, but he never responded.   
 
Dan Roszkowski asked what the plans were for the rear portion of the building.  Attorney Schirger stated 
they have no knowledge of what the owner intends to use that portion of the building for.  The Applicant 
has a 3 year lease with a 3 year option. 
 
Alicia Neubauer asked Staff if they would be changing their position of Denial based on the revised 
business plan submitted on March 16.  Mr. Capovilla stated they would not.  There is still concerns about 
parking and the overall redevelopment of the building in the future, and with business hours.  Parking is a 
major concern at this location and Staff is concerned with what would happen from a parking standpoint 
should the owner rent out the remainder of the building.  Under the previous owner, parking encroached 
for blocks within the neighborhood and across the street into the office parking area.  When asked why 
she wished to have such late hours if the intent was to have a family restaurant, Ms. Staskel gave an 
example of people who work second shift and may wish to visit her establishment after work.  She further 
explained that with the investment she is making she would like to have a family restaurant but also the 
ability to remain open until 2:00 AM with food service until 1:00 AM.   
 
The Board asked Staff what options they would have should the owner decide to rent out the rear portion 
of the building.  Mr. Capovilla stated a permit to remodel the second space may be denied because of the 
lack of parking.  The back area of the building and the area the Applicant is are renting are approximately  
5000 sq. ft. each.  Mr. Roszkowski asked Staff how many parking stalls would be required for a 5900 
square feet building. Mr. Capovilla responded 80 stalls would be required. Mr. Roszkowski stated he 
counted 119 on the property at this time, so there are roughly an additional 30 stalls.  Mr. Capovilla 
further explained that the total parking lot would need to be reconstructed.  Mr. Roszkowski said he has 
seen the building and windows have been boarded up.  
 
Should the Board choose to approve, Attorney Vaughn constructed a list of (11) conditions as part of the 
approval. 
 
A MOTION was made by Alicia Neubauer to APPROVE the Sale of Liquor by the drink in conjunction with 
a restaurant and video gaming and to APPROVE the Sale of Liquor by the drink in conjunction with an 
outdoor seating area/beer garden in the name of Sandra L. Staskal / SLS Food Inc. d/b/a Charlie’s Pub & 
Eatery in a C-3, General Commercial Zoning District at 4846 East State Street subject to 11 conditions.  
The Motion was SECONDED by  Melissa Beckford and CARRIED by a vote of 6-0. 
 
Approval is subject to the following conditions: 

1. Must meet all applicable Building and Fire Codes. 
2. Compliance with all City of Rockford Liquor Codes. 
3. Hours of operation will be limited to 8:00 AM to Midnight on Sunday. 
4. Hours of operation will be limited to 8:00 AM to 2:00 AM on Monday - Saturday. 
5. The proposed use shall not have a cover charge. 
6. The proposed use shall not have a dance floor. 
7. The proposed use shall not operate as a nightclub. 
8. The restaurant shall not have any DJ’s. 
9. The restaurant shall not have live entertainment.   
10. Submittal of a parking lot plan and landscaping plan for Staff’s review and approval. 
11. Compliance with City of Rockford Noise Ordinance. 
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016-LTAB-018  1710 Rural Street, Suite 4 
Applicant  Derrick Kunz d/b/a Rural On Tap 
Ward  03  Modification of an existing liquor license to allow the operation of a video  

gaming facility, to allow DJ’s, and packaged liquor sales in a C-2, Limited 
Commercial Zoning District 
Laid Over from January, February and March meetings 

 
The subject property is Suite 4 within the Rural Oaks Plaza, located 180 feet east of the Prospect Street, 
Guilford Road, and Rural Street intersection.    Derrick Kunz and Nick Fosberg, Applicants, were present.   
Mr. Kunz explained their request for a modification to the existing liquor license to allow packaged liquor 
sales, DJ’s, and video gaming.  He stated they have now been in business for two and a half years.  He 
gave a brief history of opening the existing bar at this location.  He stated they would like to add a DJ  and 
the sale of packaged liquor for beer and wine only.  Mr. Kunz explained that they are able to get specialty 
craft beers, some of which are only available at certain times of the year.  Mr. Fosberg stated they are 
losing approximately $300 a day by not having gaming and also losing approximately $500 a day in food 
because they cannot open until 2:00 and cannot serve food.  Gaming brings in more income to help with 
salary for the best cooks, the best bartenders, and the best workers for the upscale environment they 
have achieved.   The extra income would also allow them to put on more charity events.  Mr. Kunz 
mentioned some of the events they have worked with, including helping with a community garden, and 
having raised over $10,000 for the Northwest Community Center last year.  He pointed out the 
comparison between the large number of neighborhood residents who attended the meeting in 2014 
when they requested their liquor license to open the bar in comparison to very few residents at this 
meeting to be an indication of them having proved the quality of their business and its compatibility to the 
neighborhood.  
 
Attorney Vaughn asked the Applicants if they were in agreement to all (14) of Staff conditions.  Mr. Kunz 
stated they do agree.  Craig Sockwell asked if they would be selling beer or wine by the case or smaller 
sizes.  Mr. Kunz responded they have only a very small area dedicated to packaged liquor and it will not 
be a full cooler situation.  Lydia’s has an agreement with the property owner that there will be no other 
tenant serving food in the shopping center so Rural On Tap is not allowed to have a kitchen.  They do not 
have dart boards or pool tables, which is why they are wanting to add gaming machines.  Mr. Kunz stated 
they have room to move the large community table over 4 feet, and that will give them 8 feet of room for 
the 5 gaming machines.   
 
Mr. Kunz asked if the 50% rule applies to their liquor license because that rule was passed after they 
received their license.  He asked if they would be considered to be grandfathered in.  Mr. Capovilla stated 
the Applicant brought up a good point and he was not certain if this applied to them.  They already have a 
liquor license and gaming is regulated by the State so it would be between them and the State.  Mr. 
Fosberg stated one of the concerns at the original meeting was that their type of organization with gaming 
would bring down property values and asked if there was ever an actual case of providing proof of values 
going down.  Craig Sockwell stated he does not see their operation bringing down property values. 
 
Staff Recommendation is for Approval with (14 conditions).   Objectors and Supporters were present.  
 
Ken Becker was present as an Objector and also submitted a note of objection which was attached to 
Staff report.  He stated he lives behind the bar and has had his real estate business there for 45 years.  
He stated when the original lease was approved in 2014 it was for a 7 year lease with no gaming.  He 
wonders why this has now changed.  He felt the Alderman of the Ward was not in agreement with the 
original bar request in 2014 and then “people called in favors and the Alderman changed his mind”.  He 
stressed to the Board that he is opposed to allowing gaming and a DJ.   
 
Bob Goldbeck was present in Support as a neighbor of Rural on Tap and also a patron.  He stated he 
was skeptical when he first heard about gaming; however he now feels the Applicants have gone above 
and beyond to prove themselves to the neighborhood. He does not feel the Applicants would come back 
before the Board with a request for gaming and changes if they did not feel it was a viable investment in 
their establishment.  He stated he is a customer who goes into the bar to network with, and to meet with 
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people.  His observation is that people usually come in for 2 or 3 drinks and then leave.  He felt from the 
point of both the neighborhood around it and the clientele they draw from,  it would be a shame if they 
were not allowed to receive this additional investment. 
 
Frank Savitski was present in Support  He stated he is a former bar owner himself and he can understand 
how the Applicants are at a disadvantage without gaming to help with revenue.  He is also on the Board 
of the Northwest Community Center and so is Mr. Kunz.  He further stated that Rural on Tap and Derrik 
Kunz has spent a lot of time and investment in the Northwest Community Center.   
 
Jonathan Whitlock, owner of the Plaza spoke in Support.  He explained when they were looking to fill this 
tenant space they did not want just any bar in their plaza.  They checked out the Applicants and the 
feedback they received was that they were very reliable.  They have exceeded his expectations on the 
way they manage and run their business.  He further stated the Applicants have invested a lot of their 
own money in remodeling the bar and he feels they are not tenants who would do that if they didn’t plan 
to succeed.  He stated he has received no objections whatsoever from anyone on the operation of this 
establishment.  He felt it was not fair for them to not have gaming as part of their establishment when 
other bars were allowed to have gaming. 
 
Mr. Kunz thanked the supporters.  He also thanked Mr. Becker for his comments and concerns.  He 
stated even though he did not agree with him, he admired his strength to stand up for what he believed.  
In explanation of calls for service, he stated one of the police calls was for someone who wanted to come 
in to use their restroom at 2:30 in the afternoon.  Mr. Kunz stated he did not want to deny the individual 
the use of his facilities not knowing that the individual had overdosed and required medical attention.  
Regarding garbage pickup at 5:00 AM, Mr. Kunz called the garbage company to see what the earliest 
was they could get out there and the was told they could not have been out there at 5:00 AM because 
they have  meeting every day at 5:00.  They are coming out at the earliest at 6:40 AM or later.   Craig 
Sockwell asked if there as an Ordinance for the earliest time garbage could be picked up.  Mr. Capovilla 
stated he was not aware of an Ordinance stating garbage could not be picked up at 6:00 or 7:00 AM. 
 
Mr. Fabiano stated he has never seen anyone run a bar as responsible as the Applicants.  Mr. Capovilla 
stated the Highland Associations President did call him and told him that their association no longer has 
the concerns that they did originally.   Kim Johnsen stated her opinion that Rural On Tap has done an 
excellent job of supporting the community and nonprofit organizations.  Dan Roszkowski expressed his 
concern that this is one of those situations where the client comes in asking for one thing and then returns 
asking for more.  He stated the restriction of no gaming was put on this bar 3 years ago for a reason and 
he questions the DJ use as well.   Mr. Capovilla explained that anyone on a computer qualifies as a DJ.  
He stated he has seen it at any bar having Trivia nights.   
 
A MOTION was made by Craig Sockwell to APPROVE the Modification of an existing liquor license to 
allow the operation of a video gaming facility, to allow DJ’s and packaged liquor sales in the name of 
Derrick Kunz d/b/a/ Rural On Tap in a C-2, Limited Commercial Zoning District at 1710 Rural Street, Suite 
4.  The Motion was SECONDED by Kim Johnsen and CARRIED by a vote of 5-1 with Dan Roszkowski 
voting Nay. 
 
Approval is subject to the following conditions: 

1. Must meet all applicable Building and Fire Codes. 
2. Compliance with all City of Rockford Liquor and Tobacco Codes. 
3. Compliance with City of Rockford Noise Ordinance. 
4. Package liquor sales are limited to beer and wine only. 
5. The hours of operation will be limited to 2:00 PM to 1:00 AM Monday through Thursday. 
6. The hours of operation will be limited to 2:00 PM to 2:00 AM Friday through Saturday. 
7. The hours of operation will be limited to 2:00 PM to 12:00 AM on Sunday. 
8. That the use shall not have any outdoor sales area or outdoor seating area permitted on the 

subject property. 
9. That the use shall not have any outdoor smoking area permitted on the east and north side of the 

building. 
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10. The hours of operation for tenant space #5 (Lydia’s Café) and tenant space #6 (Rural on Tap) 
shall not conflict and must be in accordance with Exhibit J, as approved by Staff. 

11. Pursuant to the amended lease agreement, the applicant is expressly prohibited from external 
advertising on the site and building that video gambling machines are on the Premises. 

12. The proposed use shall not have a cover charge. 
13. The proposed use shall not have a dance floor. 
14. The proposed use shall not operate as a nightclub. 

 
 
 
 
017-LTAB-008  298 N. Mulford Road & 5880 E. State Street 
Applicant  Huide Yang / Chinmi Inc. d/b/a Chinmi 
Ward  10 Sale of liquor by the drink in conjunction with a restaurant in a C-3, General 

Commercial Zoning District 
 
The subject property is located on the west side of North Mulford Road, 230 feet north of East State 
Street and is currently a vacant tenant space within Market Place of Rockford Shopping Center.  Huide 
Yang was present and explained her request for sale of liquor.  She stated she has worked for 
restaurants for more than ten years and has experience managing a restaurant.  It is their intent to serve 
Saki, beer and wine.  Their menu would offer Asian food, Chinese and Japanese food.  Ms. Yang stated 
they would follow the rules and take good care of customers.   
 
Lafa asked if she has reviewed Staff’s recommendations and agreed to the 14 conditions.  Ms. Yang 
stated she has and is agreeable. 
 
Staff Recommendation is for Approval with (14) conditions.   No Objectors or Interested Parties were 
present. 
 
A MOTION was made by Craig Sockwell to APPROVE the Sale of Liquor by the drink in conjunction with 
a restaurant in the name of Huide Yang / Chinmi Inc. d/b/a Chinmi in a C-3, General Commercial Zoning 
District at 298 N. Mulford Road and 5880 East State Street.  The Motion was SECONDED by Melissa 
Beckford and CARRIED by a vote of 6-0. 
 
Approval is subject to the following conditions: 

1. Must meet all applicable building codes. 
2. Compliance with all City of Rockford Liquor Codes. 
3. The sale of liquor by the drink shall be limited to the interior floor plan Exhibit G approved by 

Staff. 
4. Hours of operation will be limited to 11:00 AM to 9:30 PM Monday through Thursday. 
5. The hours of operation will be limited to 11:00 AM to 10:30 PM Friday and Saturday. 
6. The hours of operation will be limited to 12:00 PM to 9:00 PM Sunday. 
7. Window display signage is limited to 20% of window area. 
8. That the windows shall not be covered with bars or other devices that block the windows. 
9. The restaurant shall not have a cover charge. 
10. The restaurant shall not have a dance floor. 
11. The restaurant shall not have any DJs. 
12. The restaurant shall not have live entertainment. 
13. The restaurant shall not operate as a nightclub. 
14. All conditions must be met prior to establishment of use. 
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017-LTAB-009 3909 11th Street 
Applicant Luigi Bozzo / LB Capital Management d/b/a The Silver Clipper 
Ward  06 Sale of liquor by the drink in conjunction with a hotel, bar, lounge and video 

gaming in a C-3, General Commercial Zoning District 
 
Prior to the meeting, the Applicant requested that this item be Laid Over to the May 16th meeting. 
 
A MOTION was made by Melissa Beckford to LAY OVER the Sale of Liquor by the drink in conjunction 
with a hotel, bar, lounge and video gaming in a C-3, General Commercial Zoning District to the May 16, 
2017 meeting of the Liquor & Tobacco Advisory Board. The Motion was SECONDED by Craig Sockwell 
and CARRIED by a vote of 6-0. 
 
 
 
 
017-LTAB-010 1201 Sandy Hollow Road 
Applicant Mirna V. Klasnja / Del Rio Mexican Restaurant d/b/a Del Rio Mexican Restaurant 
Ward  06 Sale of liquor by the drink in conjunction with a restaurant and video gaming in 

a C-3, General Commercial Zoning District 
 
The subject property is located south of Sandy Hollow Road within the Southgate Shopping Center.  The 
use has been that of various restaurants since the original construction in 1974.  It is currently the Del Rio 
Mexican Restaurant which opened in August, 2016.  Michael Ortiz, representing the Applicant, reviewed 
the request for sale of liquor by the drink.  He stated their restaurant have not been able to compete with 
a lot of other Mexican Restaurants because they do not serve alcohol.  Mr. Ortiz explained that a lot of  
customers come in and ask if they serve alcohol and then walk out because they do not.  Mr. Ortiz 
confirmed they are not asking to change the hours of operation and they are agreeable to Staff 
conditions. 
 
Staff Recommendation is for Approval with (6) conditions.   No Objectors or Interested Parties were 
present. 
 
A MOTION was made by Alicia Neubauer to APPROVE the Sale of Liquor by the drink in conjunction 
with a restaurant and video gaming in the name of Mirna V. Klasnja / Del Rio Mexican Restaurant d/b/a 
Del Rio Mexican Restaurant in a C-3, General Commercial Zoning District at 1201 Sandy Hollow Road.  
The Motion was SECONDED by Craig Sockwell and CARRIED by a vote of 6-0. 
 
Approval is subject to the following conditions: 

1. Compliance with the Liquor Ordinance. 
2. Hours of operation are limited as provided on the submitted Business Plan Exhibit F, Monday - 

Thursday 9:00 AM to 10:30 PM; Friday-Sunday 10:00 AM to 1:00 AM. 
3. The use shall not have a cover charge, dance floor or DJs. 
4. The use shall not operate as a nightclub. 
5. One of the three (3) signs located on the building must be removed and if the maximum square 

footage allowed by the property has been exceeded then additional signs may need to be 
removed.  A permit will be required for all signage. 

6. The dumpster enclosure must have a gate and the applicant must obtain a permit to install the 
gate. 
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017-LTAB-011 1414 North Main Street 
Applicant Michael D. Werckle d/b/a The West Side Show Room 
Ward  03 Sale of beer and wine by the drink in conjunction with a not-for-profit 

performing arts center in a C-2, Limited Commercial Zoning District 
 
The subject property is located on the west side of North Main Street, 337 feet south of the North Main 
Street and Auburn Street intersection.  The building is currently vacant.  Michael Werckle, Applicant, was 
present and reviewed his request.  He stated he is President and Artistic Director for the performing arts 
center which is a non-profit organization. They opened in December on Mulberry Street for a year and a 
half and are now looking for a new location.  Mr. Werckle stated when he moved back to Rockford 5 
years ago he was surprised to see New American Theatre was no longer in operation.  It is his desire to 
bring the art of theater back to the City of Rockford. 
 
Attorney Vaughn asked if he had an opportunity to read Staff’s Recommendation and 13 conditions and if 
he was in agreement.  Mr. Werckle stated he wished to discuss two of the suggested conditions of 
approval.  He understood that the hours of operation were derived from his business plan; however upon 
further reflection he would like to have the ability to schedule events such as a matinee on Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday, or schedule a show during a holiday week.   These would require more extended 
hours.  He is asking to expand his hours of operation from 1:00 PM to midnight Monday through Sunday.  
Mr. Werckle stated just to be clear, they would not be serving alcohol during all those hours, they would 
just like the flexibility to have more hours for entertainment purposes. 
 
Mr. Werckle also had concerns with conditions limiting cover charge, live entertainment and the ability to 
have a DJ.  He wished to have clarification on how this may affect their ability to have a live performance.  
He stated if they have two performance bases - one being a cabaret type and the other being theater  
production - this would increase their ability to invite everyone in the community to enjoy the theater 
environment.  Kim Johnson stated she would be open to any type of performing arts.  Mr. Capovilla 
expressed the need to understand that we should not completely eliminate the restrictions of music, DJ, 
and live entertainment because it then opens the door for a bar atmosphere.  The conditions need to 
have language that would avoid the ability to turn this into a dance hall.  Tim Morris, Fire Department 
stated the occupancy would also be based on tables and chairs    Scott Capovilla suggested conditions  
10, and 11 could be combined to say:   DJ, dancing and live music may only be permitted as a part of a 
live theatrical performance.   Mr. Werckle suggested using the term “live performing arts event” rather 
than “theatrical performance”.  Melissa Beckford questioned if there could be a DJ after the show when 
people were mingling. 
 
Mr. Werckle reviewed his extensive background and education in various areas related to the performing 
arts.  He explained that part of the theater experience is that people may gather and discuss the play after 
the performance.  He expects to have 5 plays a year with 2-3 week runs.  Craig Sockwell asked why only 
beer and wine would be available and not cocktails.  Mr. Werckle stated it was not their intent to be a bar.    
They want a simple operation where people can enjoy a drink with the show.  He stated if someone was 
coming to get a cocktail then they are coming to the wrong place. 
 
Mr. Werckle submitted letters of support including those from Engine Studio, Inc. and Rockford Area Arts 
Council. 
 
Staff Recommendation is for Approval with (13) conditions.  These were revised to (10) conditions, to 
which the Applicant was in agreement.  Supporters were present. 
 
Carolyn Cadigan  was present as a supporter.  She stated she has been an actress most of her life, 
working with the Applicant since 2014.  Her husband has also been involved in production.   She is also 
speaking as a member of Churchills Grove.  She appreciates his professionalism, his artistic direction and 
his ability to put all of these venues together.  Ms. Cadigan expressed that she is very excited about this 
venture. 
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Rufus Cadigan was also present in support.  Mr. Cadigan stated he has been a teacher at Rockford 
University since 1979.  He stated he has know the Applicant since he was ten years old and confirmed 
that Mr. Werckle has extensive experience with acting, playwriting and direction.   
 
Elizabeth Edgerton stated she has also known the Applicant since he was 12.  She has worked with his 
theater and the box office.  She feels this project will build a community of its own within the theater group 
and encourage people to come together, something that Rockford has not seen for a long time. 
 
A MOTION was made by Kim Johnsen to APPROVE the Sale of Beer and Wine by the drink in 
conjunction with a not-for-profit performing arts center in the name of Michael D. Werckie d/b/a The West 
Side Show Room in a C-2, Limited Commercial Zoning District at 1414 North Main Street with revised 
conditions of approval.  The Motion was SECONDED by Alicia Neubauer and CARRIED by a vote of 6-0. 
 
Approval is subject to the following conditions: 

1. Must meet all applicable building codes.              
2. Compliance with all City of Rockford Liquor Codes. 
3. The sale of beer and wine by the drink shall be limited to the interior floor plan Exhibit E approved 

by Staff. 
4. The hours of operation will be limited to 1:00 PM to midnight PM Monday through Sunday. 
5. Window display signage is limited to 20% of window area. 
6. That the windows shall not be covered with bars or other devices that block the windows. 
7. The not-for-profit performing arts center shall not have a dance floor.  
8. DJ’s, dancing, and live music may only be presented as a part of the live-theatrical performance. 
9. The not-for-profit performing arts center shall not operate as a nightclub. 
10. All conditions must be met prior to establishment of use. 

 
 
 
 
 
With no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 8:05 PM. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Sandra A. Hawthorne, Administrative Assistant 
Liquor & Tobacco Advisory Board   


